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Purpose of Today’s Forum
• Provide information about preparing course 

proposals for the Carolina Core
• Briefly describe the approval process
• Answer questions; hear recommendations 

from the faculty
• Course proposals: submit after 08/2011
• Carolina Core implementation: 08/2012
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No Change to Existing Policy
• ACAF 2.03 is authoritative
• Today’s presentation addresses only 

elements specific to the Carolina Core 
• Course proponents work closely with 

program, and with Academic Program 
Liaisons prior to submission

• The Faculty Senate gives final approval
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Current  course approval

Department or 
Program College Faculty Senate

Receipt
Faculty Senate 

Approval

APL

Curriculum & 
Courses

This process will become electronic later in 2011 !!
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Current  course approval
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Designating a course for the Core

Department or 
Program College Faculty Senate

Receipt
Faculty Senate 

Approval

APL

Curriculum & 
Courses

Carolina Core 
teams

Recommend
“Core” designation
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Comments
• Existing courses used in the current General 

Education program will not be 
grandfathered; all will need to be submitted, 
requesting designation in the Carolina Core

• Programs may develop new courses, 
requesting Core designation

• The Carolina Core Committee is eager to 
approve a full slate of courses!
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Carolina Core Specialty Teams
• 3-4 faculty; comprising disciplinary experts 

AND faculty from Professional Schools.
• Charge:

– review portions of course proposal documents 
that pertain to the Carolina Core

– Recommend to Faculty Senate the specific Core 
designation (e.g. Scientific Literacy, 
foundational level)
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Course proposals for the Core
• Either

– Existing USC course, requesting “Core” 
designation

– New course, requesting Core designation
• Will specify one Carolina Core component, 

or
• Will specify two Core components if 

proposed as an “Overlay” course
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Specialty Teams will examine:
• Justification paragraph
• Course syllabus (“archetypal”)

– Discipline-specific learning outcomes, for 
alignment with generic Carolina Core outcomes

– Topical outline of content
– Time allocation

• Typical student assignments
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Justification paragraph
• Provide perspective on the specific course 

and discipline & relation to the more 
general Carolina Core Component. Brief 
discussion of types of assignments, and how 
these meet learning outcomes.

• Refer to Contextual Statements for each 
Component (www.sc.edu/generaleducation)
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Syllabus: Learning Outcomes
• For guidance on Learning Outcomes, see 

the Contextual Statements for each Carolina 
Core area (www.sc.edu/generaleducation/ )

• See the CTE website for many examples of 
well-stated Learning Outcomes

• Learning outcomes for the Core must be 
consistent term-to-term; instructor to 
instructor; campus to campus
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Syllabus: Time and readings
• Time allocation by topic (weekly is 

adequate, biweekly OK) 
• Course readings: including chapter/section 

topic so the Specialty Team understands the 
content
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Comments
• A course may have learning outcomes 

beyond those specifically for the Carolina 
Core

• Likewise, a course may propose less than 
100% time allocation and topical content to 
core topics

• However, a majority of time, content, and 
student activities should be on Core topics
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Between now and August
• The Specialty Teams are in training to 

review course proposals.
• The Carolina Core committee is developing 

resource materials for the Specialty Teams, 
and for those preparing course proposals.

• The on-line course proposal system is being 
prepared and tested.
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Between now and August
• Follow information and developments, and 

submit comments and questions, at the 
Carolina Core web site:

www.sc.edu/generaleducation

19


	University Forum: Proposing a Carolina Core Course
	Purpose of Today’s Forum
	No Change to Existing Policy
	Current  course approval
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Current  course approval
	Designating a course for the Core
	Comments
	Carolina Core Specialty Teams
	Course proposals for the Core
	Slide Number 12
	Specialty Teams will examine:
	Justification paragraph
	Syllabus: Learning Outcomes
	Syllabus: Time and readings
	Comments
	Between now and August
	Between now and August

